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In his most recent book, The Human Brain, Paul Glees, Emeritus Professor of
Neuroanatomy and Histology at the University ofGottingen, attempts toexpand upon
two of his earlier works (Das Menschliche Gehrin [1968] and Experimental Neurol-
ogy [1961]). As the author states, the book draws upon his "experience and
accumulated teaching material," especially his recent teaching experiences at Cam-
bridgeUniversity. Although the bookis relativelyshort, itsapproach to neurobiology is
strikingly comprehensive. Glees places great emphasis on anatomy (human and
comparative), embryology, and histology, but there are also numerous small pockets of
neurophysiology and neuropathology, with occasional clinical correlations. Much of
the first part of the book, in particular, is written for the novice in neurobiology. Its
style is simple, with an emphasis on basics. There are many interesting figures and
drawings; the first 20 pages of the book contain 30 figures. Despite the often simple
style, it is one of the rare books which may be read on several levels, and its figures
contain large quantities ofvaluable information.
The book possesses a number of strengths, the first being its evolutionary approach
to neurobiology. This approach is particularly apparent in chapters one and two. Thus,
there is a significant amount ofcomparative anatomy, and the reader gains a sense of
the development of the human brain over time. The phylogenetic approach, missing
from most books, provides this one with added value. The above-mentioned evolution-
ary/phylogenetic approach extends to the author's explanations for the relative
development ofcertain brain structures. These explanations tend to have a teleological
flavor, making them somewhat simplistic, though often intriguing. While the author's
evolutionary approach often gives the reader additional information, at times the
information is incorrect. Thus, Figures 2.1 and 2.12 contain major paleo-anthropologi-
cal errors. For example, David Pilbeam's work in the Siwalik hills has demonstrated
that the sivapithecines were probably an early form of orangutan rather than early
hominids. Moreover, Paranthropus, a taxonomic term applied to the robust South
African australopithecines, is a term that was largely abandoned in the early 1950s as
a result ofthe work ofLe Gros-Clark, S.L. Wasburn, and others. These errors may be
attributed, in part, to the author's references, which are rapidly becoming outdated
(e.g., De Beer's Bildatlas der Evolution [1964], Howells' Early Man [1966], Day's
Guide to Fossil Man [1967], and Le Gros-Clark's History ofPrimates 11958]).
For the most part, the book is comprehensive and well organized, containing 14
chapters on subjects ranging from the peripheral nervous system ("Touch, pain and
proprioception") to the central nervous system ("The cerebral hemispheres," "The
brainstem and cerebellum"). The chapter which deals with neuroglia is particularly
interesting; it is here, perhaps more than at any other point in the book, that the author
divulges some ofhis knowledge and tremendous expertise.
Apart from the volume's scattered grammatical errors, sentences are often convo-
luted and difficult to understand. It is unclear whether this flaw may be attributed to
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the author's style or to the nature of the translation; however, some passages are
misleading, a particularly worrisome fault in a book intended for novices. For instance,
the following sentence implies that there is no cardiopulmonary circulation: "As
already emphasised in the section on brain metabolism, the supply of nourishment
originating in the liver reaches the brain via the vascular system." Furthermore, there
are quite a few errors in the book's figures (e.g., in Figure 7-6, CA, cerebral aqueduct,
is labeled AC, anterior commissure; in Figure 7-7, dln,dorsolateral nucleus, is labeled
ins, insular cortex).
Despite these relatively minor flaws, this book distinguishes itself because of the
organization, wealth of information, and evolutionary and teleological approaches.
Most notable, however, is the fact that it may be read on multiple levels. For this
reason, I would recommend The Human Brain to a broad audience, either as an
introduction to the field ofneurobiology or to reacquaint the reader with the basics and
to gain a different (that is, teleological) perspective.
ELAN DANIEL Louis
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
YANKEE SURGEON: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF USHER PARSONS (1788-1868). By
Seebert J. Goldowsky. Boston, Francis Countway Library of Medicine, 1988. 450 pp.
$24.50.
Yankee Surgeon is the story of Usher Parsons, M.D. (1788-1868), who lived in
Rhode Island and Massachusetts between the time of the Revolutionary and Civil
Wars. It tells ofa man who, during different and varied periods ofhis life, obtained an
M.D. from Harvard Medical School, acted as the primary surgeon in Commodore
O.H. Perry's squadron during the great Battle of Lake Erie (War of 1812), served as
professor at the young medical schools of Brown, Jefferson, and Dartmouth, was the
author of several medical books, was vice president of the early American Medical
Association, was an antiquarian and historian, and was oneofthefounding membersof
Rhode Island Hospital. (An interesting aside is that he was also the brother-in-law of
the great Harvard physician, poet, and writer on puerperal sepsis, Oliver Wendell
Holmes). Most important, however, is the fact that this is the story ofa man who was a
physician in post-colonial New England. Description ofthesundry details ofthis man's
life affords the reader a view ofthe practice ofmedicine during this important period in
American history.
Chapter one provides insight into the process of medical apprenticeship in the early
eighteenth century, a time when there were few medical schools in the fledgling nation,
and many young men went abroad to advance their studies in the British Isles.
Goldowsky describes the duties and responsibilities of the colonial apprentice who
"performed all sorts of chores, bordering on drudgery at times, but also valuable as a
teaching device, such as spreading plasters, making pills, putting up 'recipies' [sic],
and cleaning and wiring skeletons. Each night one student slept in the house to take
care of night patients." The similarity to the clinical training ofthe modern student is
somewhat irksome.
Goldowsky's style ofwriting is not in the least dry or tiresome-the book flows quite
well, and one is able to read it as easily as a novel. This circumstance is quite